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Asa class,we lookedat the different the
features of the painting. The children
were fascinatedabout the men and the
buildings. Therewere discussionsabout
the tall buildings. We introduced the
wordΨŎƛǘȅΩΣa placecalledNewYork. That
week, the children from both classes
came across an apple in the school
gardenand discoveredit washalf eaten
and coveredin ants! The children were
amazed by this and said they were
workingtogetherto eat the apple.

Child-led Research



At this moment, the class
teachersmentionedthat New
York is also known as Ψ¢ƘŜ
BIG!ǇǇƭŜΩ. We looked at the
painting again and the
children were curious to
know what the men were
doing. The teacherexplained
that the men are workerslike
the ants. The children
decidedthat they wanted to
createants.

ȬThey are waiting a long time for someone to choose 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƻǊƪΦΩ  
Malaika, aged 4





New Processes

The children of RSKand RI researched
different types of ants and discovered
that not all ants are black. They also
watched videos about how ants work
together. The children were proud of
their work andnoticedthat, eventhough
they wereall makingants,they all looked
different.

RSKhadnot workedwith claybefore. The
classteacher explained that it was like
playdough. Thechildrenexploredrolling,
pressing and pinching when using the
clay. Having learnt these skills, they
looked at the shapesof ants and began
to manipulatethe clay.

ΨL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ōŀƭƭ ǎƘŀǇŜΦΩ 
Shreyansh, aged 4



RIdiscusseddifferent waysof makingantsand decidedto createΨǘƛǎǎǳŜpaper
ŀƴǘǎΩ. Thisinvolvedrolling up cotton wool which was then wrapped in brown
tissue paper, glued and segmented using pipe-cleaners for the legs. The
childrenwere supported to shapethe bodyof the ants. It wasa tricky process
for little fingers,however the children perseveredand were proud with their
final, finishedproduct. Theyevennamedtheir ants!



Cross-Curricular 
Learning

Å Listening and Attention: The children have
been engaged in discussionsled by their
questionsandtheir curiosity

Å Understandingthe world: The children learnt
aboutantsandhow they work together

Å ExpressiveArts and Design: The children
exploredvariousmediasuchaspaperand clay
to makethe ants.

Å PhysicalDevelopment: Thechildrenusedtheir
fine-motor skills to manipulate the clay and
pipecleaners.

LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ōǊƻǿƴ ƭŜƎǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
some ants got brown legs.Ω 

Zara, aged 4



Materials used: 
clay, acrylic paint, tissue paper, cotton wool and pipe cleaners



The children demonstrated immense
interest in exploring the painting and
creative areas of the classroom. The
children were shown George .ŜƭƭƻǿǎΩ
painting, Menof the Docks.

As a class,the children spent a significant
length of time observingand appreciating
the different aspects of the painting;
through discussionthe teacherhelped the
children to develop their interpretations.
Conversationsfocusing around the men
and work, led to further talks about them
beinghardworkersin a bigcity.

Child-Led Research



ClassRSlookedat different picturesof NewYorkand the childrendiscussedcolours
that they could see,noticing that George.ŜƭƭƻǿΩǎpaintingusedvery basiccolours.
Thepicturesof New Yorkcity, particularlyTimesSquare,were more colourful. The
childrendecidedthat they liked the colourful city picturesmore than the dull ones
andthat their artwork shouldbe bright andcolourful.

ΨL [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ƻƴŜǎΦΩ 
The bright one is funέ  {ŀǊŀΣ ŀƎŜŘ п



In the garden, the children explored
different waysof buildinga city, usingthe
blocksandfoamshapes.



The children used the spongeshapesto print
buildings. After looking at their buildings,the
childrenasked,Ψ²ƘŜǊŜare the ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΚΩThe
children discussedhow they could add the
windows to the buildings. The children used
their fingersto dot the windows.

ΨL ƭƛƪŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
ŦƛƴƎŜǊΦ L ǳǎŜŘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ƻƴΦΩ 

Dua, aged 4



New Processes

The children worked hard to
develop printing techniques. They
explored these beforehand, to
understandhow the paint worked
on the sponge and to discover
different affects that they could
achieve.

The children also looked at the
different colours carefully when
exploring their bright city. This
involved using the sponge,dipping
it into the paint andstampingit in a
straight line on the paper. Some
children found it tricky to print
systematically to create a tall
building, but with some practice,
they soonmanagedto do this.



Cross-Curricular Learning

Å Understandingof the World: Thechildren
enjoyed learning about New York city.
They spent time building their own
buildings and cities using a range of
materialsandobjects.

Å ExpressiveArts and Design: The children
had lots opportunitiesto explorea range
of media and materials; they were
encouraged to be creative and
imaginative.

Materials used: bright paint, 
pearlescent paint, sponges



ClassRKsharedthe discoverythat class
RSKand RI found. Following further
discussions, the children collectively
decided to create The Big Apple. The
children looked at various images of
applesanddiscussedthe similaritiesand
differencesbetweenthem. Thechildren
touched and handled real apples and
the 3D form was discussed. The class
teachertalkedabout texture,curvesand
colours. The children then drew apples
after the discussion.

Child-Led Research





Thechildrenwere then givenwire
to practise forming the shape
with hands-on experience.

After they made severalshapes,
they fixed thesetogether to form
the structure of the apple. They
then scrunched up newspaper
and stuffed it insidethe frame to
ensure the apple would keep its
shape. After this, the children
used papier-mâchéto create the
skinof the apple. Redand yellow
acrylic paint and spongeswere
usedto paint the apple.

Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇƭŜ ƛǎ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘΗΩ 
Huseyin, aged 4 



New Processes

Å Physical development: It was a
challenge for the children to use
their fine-motor skills to manipulate
the wire and make the apple look
like it washalf eaten.

Å Physicaldevelopment: (Health and
Self Care) The class discussed
healthy eating and how fruit and
vegetablesare an important part of
their diet.

Å ExpressiveArts and Design: The
childrenusedthe pincergrip to draw
apples with their sketchingpencils.
The children learnt how to use
papiermâchétechniques.





Materials used: wire, 
newspaper, duct tape, 
papier-mâché and paint



TheNurserychildrenwere fascinated
by the paintingon the bigscreen.

The teachersaskedwhat they could
see. The children mentioned horses,
clouds,people, hats and boats. The
children expressedwhat they liked
and were encouraged to give a
reason.

ȬI like the horses because I like horses.Ω
Maheen, aged 3

Child-led Research



Theteachercollatedall the
children'sideas. Shesharedwhat
the Receptionchildrenweremaking.
Thechildren lookedat the buildings
madeby RS. Theysuggestedadding
clouds,horsesandthe people.

The children talked about photos
within their homes. They said that
sometimes they stick pictures up
with Blu Tack. The teacher askedif
anybody had photos with a frame.
Lotsof childrenput their handsup.

ȬWe can make a frame!Ω
Samara, aged 3



The children tried on hats and decided they wanted to decorate a frame with
clouds,snowflakesandhats.



Materials used: A1 
wooden frame, cotton 
wool, paint, paper, 
colouringpencils, silver 
glitter



New Processes

Adults helped the children
developcutting skills. Theybegan
to use scissors to cut the
snowflakes.

The children enjoyed using the
cotton wool and mixed media by
adding paint onto the clouds to
make them look grey and blue.
When colouring in the hats, the
children were shown how to use
the pincer grip to control their
pencil.

Cross-Curricular 
Learning

Å PhysicalDevelopment: Using
the pincer grip to colour the
hats

Å Learninghow to usescissors

Å Understanding the world:
Learningthat there were no
carsa long time agoand that
horseswereusedto travel.



The buildings were
placed in the
background.

The apple was
attachedto a pulley to
representthe everyday
trashbeinglifted into a
frame to become a
pieceof art.

The frame hangs in
front so all three parts
can be viewed as one
piece.



Size: 
Buildings
Height: 84cm Length:1m 18cm
Apple
Height:  70cm 
Diameter: 1m 60cm
Frame
Height: 70cm 
Width: 92cm



Child-led Research

м. ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ  DŜƻǊƎŜ .ŜƭƭƻǿǎΩ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘ ǇŀƛƴǘŜǊΤ 
they began to suggest objects that realist painters might paint. 

1B observed the painting, Men of the Docks, focusing on what they could see. The children 
discussed what they liked and disliked and why; they shared what they found interesting 
about the painting. Most children were quite confident giving their opinions as they were 
encouraged to be honest about their feelings.  

The children were particularly interested in the water and  the people; some children 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǎƳƻƪŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΦ м. ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ  
²Ƙȅ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΚ ²Ƙȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΚ ²Ƙȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƴΚ

ΨL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻǳǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦΩ 

Maira, aged 5



Once the children gravitated towards the
theme of people, they were reminded that
they would be doing art based around that
idea. The teacher and children were able to
suggestpossible techniques they wanted to
use. The teacher started this off and the
children naturally added and extended on
ideas.

The idea that got children most excited was
related to sculpture. 1B had their own
independent ideas regarding what materials
they wanted to use and beganexperimenting
with foil, tissuepaperandplasticine.

They were encouragedto experiment,making
whatever they wanted, but they focused on
making people or body parts. One child
wanted to makean eye and did so with paper
towels first, then foil. She decided to write
about the functionof the eyes.



1B became very focused, and almost
competitive, in terms of what they
thought they could produce. Thisled the
teacher,with the guidanceof our Arts Co-
ordinator, to introducethe childrento the
artist, AlbertoGiacometti.

The teacher introduced the children to
the idea of sketchinga figure in order to
create their final piece. The children
exploredusingsketchpencilsandcharcoal
to create straight and curved lines. They
selected one of their stick figures to
create foil figures which ended up
miniature in size. This was inspired by
some of the girls in the class which
impressedandinfluencedothers.

Ψ/ŀƴ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ όǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜǎύ ŀƴȅ ǎƛȊŜ 

ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻΚΩ Gurteg, aged 5





New Processes

The children had not used
tissue to sculpt with before.
Thechildrenlearnt to twist and
join the tissuepaper.

Usingcharcoalto draw people
wasa newexperience,andalso
learning techniques such as
smudging.

The children then went on to
usetheseskillsand techniques
to manipulatethe foil.



Cross-Curricular 
Learning

ÅSpoken language- being able to 
express views and opinions 
clearly

ÅScience ςHuman body and the 
senses

ÅBritish Values- voting on theme, 
final sculpture material and 
how they wanted their end 
piece to look (backed on paper 
or stood up on wire)



Material
used:
foil and 
wire

Size:
Each 
sculpture 
approx. 15 
cm tall



The children in 1Y and 1J had the opportunity to discussand write a
about the painting. Theywere delightedwith their different ideasand
thoughts.

Somechildrenwere drawn to the skyscrapersin the background,which
sparkedgreat discussionsaroundwhere you seevery tall buildings; this
inspired us all to look at famous buildingsand structuresaround the
world.

Somechildrenexpressedtheir excitementabout splashingwater, others
referredto the bigshipandtried to work out if it isa boat, shipor yacht,
but most of our children were very intrigued by the people. Why are
they there? For whom are they waiting? What work might they do?
Whataretheylookingat? Whatarethe expressionson their faces?

Child-led Research



1Jand 1Ydecided,asa class,that
they would focus their creativity
on the people. Theysharedideas:
sketching people, using different
materials for collage and making
little peoplefigures.

That is exactlywhat they children
did. Theylookedat different parts
of a personand sketcheddifferent
styles of figures. They used
colourful tissue paper to make
facecollagesof what they thought
the person they have in mind
mightemotionallyfeel like.





1J/1Y completed the process by making little foil people,
expressingthemselvesin different ways. Youwill seelittle people
running, jumping,dabbing,dancing,sitting andresting.



Cross-Curricular 
Learning

ÅGeography: Finding out
about different types of
buildings

ÅPSHE: Learning about
different emotions

ÅArt: Sketching, collaging
andlookingat figures

ÅEnglish: Developing new,
subject-specific vocabulary,
boat, ship,yacht,collage

New Processes

The children made sketches
after close observation of the
painting.

Using tissue paper collage to
create a face was a challenge.
The children used the
technique of tearing and
sticking.

The children enjoyed creating
sculptureswith foil.



Material used: Foil and wire 
Size: approx. 15 cm tall



Child-led Research

Thechildrenin 1K sharedtheir ideasand
decided to focus on the people in the
painting. The children discussedcolours
and found out more about the history of
working-classpeople in New Yorkduring
the early20th century.

1K had been learning about the human
body during Scienceand created human
sculpturesusing foil, craft pipe cleaners
and modellingclay usingmovementas a
focus. Playing musical statues during
Dance lessonshelped a lot during that
process.



The children were so interested in and inspiredby
the painting that they decidedto find songsabout
NewYork. TheylovedFrank{ƛƴŀǘǊŀΩǎNewYork,New
Yorkso much that they choseto perform it during
thisȅŜŀǊΩǎBBCMusicDay.

After finding out more about New York City, the
children developed a particular interest in the
Statueof Libertyand decidedthey want to recreate
this sculpture in 3D, alongsidetheir own portraits
whichwouldbecomea backdropfor the sculpture.

They used iPads to photograph each other, then
overpaintedtheir images,usingwatercolours; they
mixed paints to create hues similar to the palette
seen within the painting. The children thought
about different techniques and chose collage
techniques to combine the portraits into a final
piecefor the background.



Pupils researched different
artists and focussedon street
artist, Mark Jenkins, who
creates sculptures entirely
out of sticky tape and cling
film. They used their friends
to create a life-sizebody cast
and usedMaths skillsto work
out how many rolls of tape
they would need to finish
their piece.

First, they wrappeda layer of
stickytape facingup and then
another layer facing in. They
repeated the process many
times.

They used a balloon as a
framewhenbuildingthe head
of Liberty.



Ψ{ǘŀǘǳŜ ƻŦ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΗ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ bŜǿ 
York.Ω Allae, aged 6



Materials used: Watercolours,
watercolourpaper,iPad,modelling
clay,foil, pipe cleaners,stickytape,
card,balloon
Size: 1m 20cm
Background: 2m tall

Look, look! It 
looks like a 
skeleton or 

like a shell! ς
Umar, aged 6



2F spokeabout the different parts within the
picture - the foreground, background, the
men, the horse, the sea, the boat and the
skyline. After much discussion and some
voting, the children decided to focus on the
boat, the sea and the ocean beneathςthat
whichcouldnot be seen.

They decided to learn about the sea. 2F
watchedsomeexcerptsfrom BluePlanetto get
an understandingof our oceans. The children
completedmanyfast sketchesasthey watched
parts of the documentary series. 2F loved
learningaboutwhalesandsharks,in particular.

Child-led Research



Later, as the learning
progressed, 2F were very
upset to learn that the ocean
was littered with plastic and
that plasticswould destroy a
lot of the ocean in
approximately50years.

The children really loved the
ocean and its precious
creatures so they wanted to
create an artwork which
reflected their new
understanding.



After some discussion,the children decided
they would create an under-the-sea inspired
piece of art to represent that which was
happening beneath the boat. 2F collected
recyclablesfrom classand home and began
planning their sea-animal, which would sit
underneaththe bigboat.

The children first worked with play dough to
plan and design their sea-creature, rolling,
pinching,andjoining,muchlike clay.

Followingthis, the children worked in groups
to create their sea-creatures from the
recyclables. The children had to learn how to
fold, to cut and to reinforce structures. Some
of them found this tricky, but they enjoyedthe
challenge. Followingthis, the children painted
the sea-creatures so that they would be
beautiful to lookat. Although,we did not make
all our sea-creatureslook realistic.



ΨL ƭƻǾŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
so fun, especially because my best 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜΦ Ψ Eesa, aged 6

Ψ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
environment. Look at all this 

rubbish!!Ω Nazar, aged 6





Cross-Curricular 
Learning

ÅDT: Designing and building 
the structures

ÅScience: Learning about sea 
creatures

ÅPSHE : Looking after the 
environment

New Processes
Å Folding and reinforcing big 

structures 
Å Scrunching, folding and 

rolling paper 
Å Gluing paper onto plastic 

pieces 

Materials used: Water bottles, milk bottles, 
cardboard boxes ,plastic bags, scrap paper, 
tissue paper, bottle caps, paint, hot glue, PVA 
Glue 
Size: 2.5m ς1.5m 



Thepainting Men of the Docksby George
Bellowsgave2H lots to wonder about. 2H
were interested in the men, their homes
and their families. Thechildrenwondered
what the ƳŜƴΩǎhomes looked like, what
was inside their homes and who was in
their families.

2H did some researchon homes in the
1900s and found out that rooms were
often decoratedwith floral wallpaper,that
floors were laid with wood and that
gardenswerewell kept, with a selectionof
flowers.

Child-led Research



2H made a home for the Men of the Docksusing cardboard
boxes. The children replicated wallpaper, floor, and flower
designsthat were usedto decoratethe home. Finally,foil was
usedto makefurniture for the different roomsin the home.

Cross-Curricular Learning

The children learnt about houses
and homes from the past.
Similaritiesanddifferencesbetween
now and then were discussedin
whole-classsessions.

ȬWe looked at the wallpaper, flooring and flowers for the garden that existed in the 
мфллǎΦ ²Ŝ ŎƘƻǎŜ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǇƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŀǊǘ ōƻƻƪǎΦΩ

Amelia, aged 6 



Materials used: Paper, colouring pencils, crayons,  cardboard boxes, tissue paper 
and glue 
Size: Height-70cm, Width- 110cm





As a starting point for the project, before being introduced to the painting, Class
2MH discusseddifferent types of transport and journeysand the various reasons
why peopletravel. Theywatcheda videoaboutan immigrantrecallingher journeyto
another country (https://www .wimp.com/an-immigration-story-from-a-childs
perspective/) and discussedthe difficulties immigrants face such as, language
barriers,living in a strangeland, feeling lost/unwelcome/likean outsider,havingto
do difficult jobs,leavingfamilyandlovedonesbehind.

Thechildren then discusseddifferent typesof jobs that are done around the world
and how manyhavemodernisedover the years; jobs that are paid more highlyand
those that are not aswell-paid; the importanceof havinga job; jobs that men and
women can now both do, as well as jobs that immigrants might be expectedto
undertakewhen they moveto live in a new country. Thechildrenstudiedpicturesof
their local shoppingcentre in Ilford, observingthe changesthat have taken place
over the past 100 yearsand looking at how they have occurredand how change
would haveaffectedǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎlivesat that time.

https://www.wimp.com/an-immigration-story-from-a-childs%20perspective/


Child-led Research

Thechildrenwere finally introducedto George.ŜƭƭƻǿǎΩpainting,Men of the Docks, and
they were given the opportunity to discusswhat they could see, what they thought
about the paintingand what they imaginedwashappeningin the picture. Thechildren
exploredtheir ideasby creatingmind-mapsof their thoughts and opinions,as well as
explainingtheir likes/dislikesandhow different partsof the paintingmadethem feel.



Thechildren then heard an online audio
recording, explaining the meaning and
descriptionbehind the ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎΩǎsetting.
Hence, from previous classdiscussions,
descriptionsof their thoughts and ideas
thus far, and from the background
information they had received, the
children had, by then, developed a
secure understanding of what they
thought about the painting and what
perspective they wanted to artistically
explore.

Theydiscussedwhichpart of the painting
they believedwasthe most important to
them and decided to divide themselves
into groups, with different children
choosingto focuson different parts.



Thechildrenwho focusedon drawing
the boat, used fabric and buttons to
represent the deliveries of fabric
madefrom cotton that wasimported
from China to America. The chose
star sequins to represent the night
sky.

Childrenwho focusedon drawingthe
horse,usedsoft white fur. Thegroup
who focusedon designinga coat for
the immigrants, used a selection of
materials, which included cotton
wool, coloured fur and buttons; and
the last group, who focused on
drawingone of the immigrants,used
Binca fabric, scraps of cotton, fur,
buttonsandpompoms.



ΨL ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇƛŜŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƛŎŜ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀōǊƛŎΦΩ 

Tanya, aged 7 



Everychild initially drew their own picture related to their focusedarea. Members
of the classPupil LeadershipTeam then recommendedthat eachgroup vote for
one picture per group to be drawn at a largerscale(A2 card). Hence,for the end
products,the childrenthoroughlyenjoyedworkingtogether within their groupsto
createtheir final collages,stickingdifferent typesmaterialsusingPVAglue.

ΨL ƭƛƪŜ Ƴȅ ōƻŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǎǘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦŀōǊƛŎΦΩ 
Ayan, aged 6.



ΨL ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭǳŦŦȅ ƘŀƛǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
immigrant I made. It made me 
ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΦΩ Meraz, aged 6



Cross-Curricular Learning

ÅDiversityWeek: Celebratingthe positiveimpactdiversityhas
after immigrationtakesplace
ÅBlack History Month: Treatment of African immigrants in

America; exploringthe life of Martin LutherKing
ÅEnglish: Key text The Dot ςPromoting and celebrating

creativity,asthe maincharacterbelievesshecannotdraw

ΨI think there is a war. The horses look unhappy. It looks cold and I think the battle 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎŀŘΣ ƎƭƻƻƳȅΣ ǿƛƴǘŜǊȅ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǎŀŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ 

ŎƻƭŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŜǊŜΦΩElin, aged 7 

ȬI think this is interesting. I think the people are bored and freezing cold. I think they 
are waiting for the police. I think the boat is honking for helpΩ IŀǎŀƴΣ ŀƎŜŘ с



Materials used: Cotton, chiffon, pompoms, buttons, sequins, PVA glue, glue sticks, A2 
card, permanent marker pens, fur, cotton wool, sequin mesh, Bincafabric and cotton 
wool
Size: 5 X A2 card  (42cm x 59.4cm) 

Ψ!ƭǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǳǊ 
display looks 

really nice and 
colourful and 
ǘŜƭƭǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΦΩ 
Elin, aged 7 

ΨOur display 
looked 

marvellous 
and fabulous 
and looked 
ǉǳƛǘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊΦΩ 
Elikem, aged 6



Child-led Research

Thechildrenwere really interestedin why there wassnowon the groundand
researchedthe weather in Brooklyn,New York, and found out it is often
snowy in Winter. 2W wonderedhow the day labourersfelt in the cold and
cameup with the ideaof snowmen,asChristmasisalsocelebratedin winter.
The children first drew their snowman design, then practised making
snowmenwith play dough,decoratingthem with buttons and includingthe
type of hat the labourerswerewearingin the picture.



2W made salt dough and, after
sculpting the snowmen, they
painted them using the same
muted tones found in the
picture. The children visited the
schoolgardento collecttwigsfor
arms.

The children lastly created
backgroundsfor their snowmen
on a canvasby againusing dull
and muted tones such as navy
blue, brown and grey. They
sprinkled artificial snow on the
backgroundto create a snowy
scene.

ΨL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŘƻǳƎƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

fun and I could change it if I made a mistakeΩ  

Maira, aged 6



Cross-Curricular Learning New Processes

Science: Learningabout the weather and

different seasons

Å Painting onto canvas

Å Learning how to  make 
salt dough and sculpting it

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƴƻǿƳŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿΦΩ Sukhmani, aged 6



ΨL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 
ǎƴƻǿƳŀƴΗΩ Asher, aged 6



3AJwe wereveryinterestedandexcitedby the
shadows cast by the people, especially the
lone man standingasidein the shadowof the
boat. After further discussion,the children
decidedto focus on light and dark as well as
the weatherwhichthey thought would be best
representedby anumbrella.

Thechildrenusedpenciland charcoalto draw
self-portraits representing themselvesin the
final pieceof work.

Child-led Research



Thechildrenthen further developed
their understanding of proportion
and shapeby movingonto sketching
horses. 3AJuseddifferent mediums,
including paint and cotton wool to
demonstrate their interpretation of
the paintingby GeorgeBellows.



The children sketched their first
drafts of their own self-portraits
onto paper using pencil, then
charcoal. Theyrelated themselves
to the imagesof the men in the
picture. The children talked about
how the men need protection
from the weatherandneedto feel
safe and so do we. The children
then sketchedhorsesusinga step-
by-step technique, sketchingwith
a pencil and then using charcoal.
They felt the charcoal better
represented the darkness and
shadows in the image. This
medium better reflected the
ΨŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅΩjobs of the Ashcan
artists.

Ψ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ 
safeΩ  5ŀΩƻǳŘ, aged 7



Thechildrensketchedtheir second
andfinal draftsonto cardusingthe
charcoalto representthe shadows.
They thought that these could be
hung underneath and around the
outside edge of the umbrella and
that the umbrella would provide
them with safety, protection and
shelter.

The children sketched a second
draft of their horseson paper and
then usedpaint to colour them in
and add another dimension to
their art. Thesewere then painted
around the umbrella by the
children, to represent travel and
movement,proportionandshape.



Different materials were used to
represent the weather ςcotton wool
for the clouds,stencilledand sponged
paint for the rain drops. Asthe children
were interested in the image of the
boat, they usedcardto maketheir own
3-D model of a boat, which was
covered with black fabric to further
representthe shadows.

As they were interested in light and
dark, they wanted fairy lights around
the top of the umbrella to represent
the light. The umbrella was held up
using sand to enable it to be viewed
from all sides.

Ψ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ Ŏƻǘǘƻƴ ǿƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƴƻǿΦΩ 
Samyukhta, aged 7



Cross-Curricular Learning
Å PSHCEςfeelingsafeandhavingshelter
Å Geography ς discussing various types of

weather
Å Scienceςdark,light andshadows

New Processes

Å Usingcharcoalanddifferent techniquessuchas
smudgingandrubbing,to representshadows

Å Sketchingςdevelopingproportion of the face
Å Sketching a horse by using a step-by-step

technique, drawing circles and ovals for the
mainpartsof the horse

Å Paintingdirectlyonto fabricusingacrylicpaint



Materials used: Paper, card, 
charcoal, acrylic paint, fabric, cotton 
wool, umbrella, lights
Size: 
Height - 1.3m,  Length - 1.1m



The children were very
interested in the date of the
painting,1912, whichthey knew
waswhentheΨ¢ƛǘŀƴƛŎΩsetsail.

The children then started
talking about icebergs and
wanted to basetheir art around
ice and the shapesthat can be
createdwhen ice is broken. The
children smashed large blocks
of ice and we looked at the
shapeswhich were formed and
whether we could see any
patterns.

Child-led Research

ΨL ƭƛƪŜŘ ǎƳŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜΦΩ Harleen, aged 7



Thechildrenexploredtheseshapesusingpaper to makea 3D collage,building up the
shapesin a varietyof different ways. 3M then decidedto makea whole-classcollageto
whicheveryonecontributed. Somechildrenwere involvedin the beginningstage,where
the childrenmadethe shapesof the icebergs,otherswere involvedin the collagestage.

ΨL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǎŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŎŀǊŘΦΩ 
Hanan, aged 7



The children decidedthey would need a rangeof blues and whites to make the ice
shapes; they worked in table groupsto make jaggedice shapesfrom cardboardand
usedsomecollageto makethe icebergscomealive. Groupsof childrencollagedeach
icebergandthen, to finish,the childrencoveredsomeof thesein white tissuepaperto
show some of the shapesmade underneath. The children glued lights under the
icebergsto showthe sunlightglintingthrough.



Cross-Curricular 
Learning

ÅHistory ςhistory of the
Titanic
ÅScienceςice and why it

shattersin the wayit does
ÅD&Tςjoiningmaterials

New Processes

Using various skills and
techniquesto join the paper
together to make our
artwork 3D.

Materials used: Foil, textiles, 
cardboard, PVA glue, glue gun, 
textured paper, border roll 
Size: Approx. 50cm length x 30cm 



The children of 3R initially looked at still images of horses such as these: 

Child-led Research



Thechildrenin 3Rhadhadsomuchfun, all around
the theme of honey! The sectionof the painting
that was focussedon looked like a honeypot, so
the children pretended the hall was covered in
thick, stickyhoneyand adaptedtheir movements
to match.

It was so hard for the children to move in honey
becausethey had to move slowlybut with lots of
tension in their muscles; they could feel
themselvesgetting fitter and strongerasthe term
progressed. Sometimestheir friendsgot stuckand
they had to help them out, then they would get
stuck,too!

The honeypot!

Child-led Research in Dance





The children in Class 3R then
watchedthesevideos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=cRtE6Q3lnKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=xb1Y8K3nHjU

Class3Rthen consideredhow these
horsesweredifferent from the ones
depicted in George .ŜƭƭƻǿΩǎ
artwork. They discussed the
differences before debating the
mannerin whichthey would display
their TakeOne Picture work. After
much deliberation, the children
shortlistedtwo choices.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRtE6Q3lnKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xb1Y8K3nHjU


ΨDraw two horses chained together, then next to it have more smoke than horses which 
ƘŀǾŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛƴǎΦΩ Ibrahim, aged 7

Could we have men running free?  Men had a choice to work there, the horses had no 
ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦΩ Said, aged 8 

Class3R then consideredthis conceptand the materials that they could use for the
artwork:
Å Pencildrawingsof running horses
ÅWordsin their stomachs about horselabour and freedom (lettering to rub in) and

stampers
Å Splashesof greyanddifferent tonesof bluepaint, sliverglitter (seaandwaves)
Å Background- buildingsof cardboardςroller paintingfor texture anddifferent shades
Å Foilfor chains

Thechildren and adults of 3R then worked out and agreeda sequencefor producing
their final product.



Over the period of a fortnight, the children of 3R sketchedthen drew their final
pictures of running horses(which they shadedand cut out carefully). The children
then consideredeffectivesinglewords to describethe useof horse/animallabour or
for horse/animalfreedomwhich they subsequentlywrote onto white piecesof paper
andgluedonto the belliesof the runninghorses. Next,the adultsandchildrenworked
together to assembleempty cardboardboxesinto a skylineof NewYorkςthey learnt
how to handlehot-gluegunssafelywith teachersupport.

Theskylinewasthen paintedin shadesof greyusingroller brushesto imitate the tonal
effect they observed within George .ŜƭƭƻǿǎΩpainting. Thereafter, 3R twisted
aluminium foil to create the symbolicchains. Finally, class3R agreed on the best
mannerof displayingthe different elementsof their work . Theyusedwhite fabricthat
wasembellishedwith cotton wool to representthe foam of the surf where the horses
hadto work in the NewYorkdocks.

ΨLƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƎƘǘ ŎƘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ropes on them, these horses run free and have no 

chains  so they can go anywhereΦΩ 
Rawdah-age7 

Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƧǳƳǇΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ 
ƘŀǇǇȅΤ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƘŀǇǇȅΦΩ 

Iqraςage 7



Cross-Curricular Learning

Å PSHEςcare for animals,especiallythose
that we require as working animals/how
our attitudes towards animal welfare has
changedovertime

Å Englishςuse of effective adjectivesand
adverbs for description and to capture
attention

Å Design Technology ς use of joining
techniques and adhesives for different
materials

New Processes

Å Twisting aluminium foil to create
chains.

Å Using roller brushes for the
paintingof the background.



Materials used: Cardboard boxes; aluminium foil; paint; card; cotton wool; ; low-melt hot 
glue gun; PVA glue; fabric
Size: 3mX2m



The children looked at the imageof
Men of the Docksand discussedall
the aspects that they could see,
including light and shadow and the
muted colours with occasional
flashes of bright colour. They were
particularly interested in what the
menmight be lookingat to the left of
the picture and imagined different
scenesand scenariosthat may be
occurring. Theseincludedsomething
heavybeingdropped,a dock worker
shoutingandsomethingcrashing.

Child-led Research



3W then movedtheir attention to a smallround featureat the edgeof the water
that someonethought lookedlike anoldŘƛǾŜǊΩǎhelmet. Thisled the childreninto
researchingwhatŘƛǾŜǊΩǎhelmetslookedlike. Theythen imaginedwhat the diver
might haveseenunderthe water.

Thechildren worked in teamsand drew imagesof what they might find under
water. Theideasslowly developedand becamelessabout fish and more about
the unexploredparts of the oceanand what might be discoveredthere. This
developmentled them to imaginethe creaturesthat could be lurking beneath
the wavesand beneathour very feet asone group imaginedthat the city itself
wasanislandfloatingon the waves.

The children then worked individually, taking one of the ideas that they had
createdasa team to developfurther and add their own twist or ideaand these
were sketchedusingpencil. Fromtheseindividualideasa final group piecewas
chosen.

ΨL ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƪǳƭƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ 
ƻƴΦΩ Ibrahim, aged 8



Usingnewspapersheetsthe children
scrunchedthem into loose balls and
securedthem with tape. Theseballs
were then built up to form the basis
of their creatureby tapingtogether.

When the desired shape was
achieved, the children then
completely wrapped the creature in
brown parceltape. Thisallowedthem
to rub parts of the creatureagainsta
surface to smooth out and flatten
areas, as well as create sharper
edges. Themodelswere then covered
with papier-mâché using recycled
white paper (misprints). The finished
surface was smoothed where
possible.



At this point, the ƳƻŘŜƭǎΩouter surfaceswere createdusingdifferent approachesand
techniques. Two(the white and blue pieces)were coveredcompletelyin tissuepaper
and PVAglue). Theseare the creaturesthat resemblesnakes. One was painted (in
midnightblue)and then coveredin blacktissuepaper,but not completely,and a final
layerof PVAwasthen appliedto createthe impressionof water.

Theskull islandwasthen coveredin white tissuepaperandblackpaint wasappliedto
the mouth and eyes. The final model that resemblesa sloth but has sleeksmooth
features,was coveredin scalesof white and cream. Thesewere applied individually
after beingmadefrom sheetsandpiecesof tissuepaperlayeredwith PVA.

ΨL ƭƻǾŜŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
trying different techniques to make the 
final surface. I really enjoyed painting 
the sea monster. It was fun and very 

ƳŜǎǎȅΗΩ
Shirin, aged 7 



Thefinal additionswere three white tails that werecreatedby bendingwithies into a shape. Then
layering tissue paper and PVAwith the withies in the middle layer. This technique createsa
translucentmaterialthat allowsthe light to passthroughanddiffuse. Usingthe sametechnique,a
manewascreatedfor the creaturethat runsdown its spine.

All the modelsare designedto be suspendedas if they are underneaththe scenein the image.
Representingthe world that we do not knowaboutaswe aretoo busyin our own livesto discover
what isbelowour feet or the waves. Exceptfor the few of usthat takethe stepinto the unknown.



Cross-Curricular Learning

Å Science: Discussion and research of
underseacreatures

Å English: Thinkingabout Fantasyundersea
creaturesanddevelopingstories

New Processes

Å Model building using newspaper and
brown tape to shape how they want
somethingto look.

Å Papier-mâché covering of the base
material.

Å Using layered tissue paper and glue to
createtranslucentmaterialsto allow light
to shinethrough.

Materials used: Cardboard, glue, Sellotape, paper Mache, paint and tissue paper 
Size: 5 models that range in length from 35cm to 320cm. 4 models approx. 20cm wide. Widest is 140cm and 170cm long. 
Ideally they should be suspended around and near each other as if swimming in the ocean. The skull should appear to float at 
the top with the city above the water level.



Class3W were soexcitedwhen they sawwhat wasunder the post-it note; it lookedlike a
spacehelmet,a dinosauror somethingfrozensolid! Theseideaswere a startingpoint for
dramas which were created in small groups. Everyonehas a different story and the
childrenlearnt about the role of the director and narrator. It washard to speakloudly on
stage,but the children got over their stage fright and had a great time performing in
assemblyto the restof KS1.

Child-led Research in Dance



4A exploredthe themeof transportas
the piece of the artwork displayeda
ship as well as some horses. The
children were fascinatedby the way
in which people travelled to different
places via cars, horses or boats.
Moreover, the children realised that
throughout time, the mode of
transport had significantly changed.
Finally,the childrendecidedto centre
their artwork on transport and, more
specifically,cars.

Child-led Research



Initially, the childrenwantedto createan imagethat showcasedold carsandnew cars,as
well as futuristic cars,usingtime-lapse. Therefore,manychildren thought that it would
be better to allow different childrento focuson choseneras.

Asa result, the childrendividedthemselvesinto three groups. Thefirst groupresearched
cars from 1914. The second group explored cars from today and the final group
envisionedsomefuturistic carsfor their artwork. Theprocessincludedmany classand
groupdiscussionsinvolvingwhether to create3D carsor to createa classcollageof cars
throughouttime.



The final piece consists of a
collagewhichslowlyandgradually
showcasesa timeline of carsover
time. Thecollageis on a largecar
asthe childrenfelt asif this would
perfectly embody the theme of
our project. Moreover, the
children decided that the cars
should be colourful in order to
contrast the dull and dark colours
on the Menof TheDocks.

ΨL ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ-lapse idea. I like how we have 
Ǝƻǘ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƭŘ ŎŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŎŀǊǎΦΩ 

Ayat M, aged 9





Materials used: Glue, cardboard, oil paints, coloured paper and  tissue 
paper 
Size: Height:60cm Length 1m 20



4Cfirst lookedat the picture in detail anddiscussedall the thingsthey could
seein the painting; the childrenwereexcitedby the largeboats,statingthat
it reminded them of the Titanic. They used inference and deduction to
suggesta possible date this may have been painted. The weather and
clothinggavethem ideasabout the time of year.

Then the children developedthoughts about the image e.g. άLthink that
man is standingby himselfbecausehe is beingbullied.έAsa class,we then
went through a bit of the backgroundon GeorgeBellows,the title of the
piece and the teachernotes explainingwho the men in the picture were,
why they were in Americaand the importanceof EllisIsland,aswell ashow
immigrantswere a vital part of that communityand why those peoplehad
movedto America.

Child-led Research

ΨL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜŘ ¢ŀƪŜ hƴŜ tƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ 
ƻŦ ōƻŀǘǎΦΩ wŀȅŀƴΣ ŀƎŜŘ у



4C were very intrigued by the idea of
immigrants,manyof the childrenare1st,
2nd or 3rd generation immigrants and
enjoyed sharing their experiences as
immigrants,eachstating proudly where
they camefrom and someeven sharing
somemore personaldetailsof why they
hadto movecountries.

From this conversation, the idea was
born that the children should create
something to show where everyone
comes from. The children were also
drawn the big boat andso the two ideas
were merged to create The Boat of
Difference. Thenamewasdecidedon by
a class vote after children had put
forwardmanydifferent ideas.

ΨL ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΦΩ aŀǊȅŀƳΣ ŀƎŜŘ у



The children wanted to
draw flags of the country
they comefrom with some
wanting to use
watercolour paints and
some wanting to use
crayons.

Many children wanted to
then create mini banners
with the statement άL
come fromΧ(NAME OF
/h¦b¢w¸ύέso we created
thoseto link it all together.

ΨL ƭƛƪŜŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǊŜŜ 
to represent where I come 
ŦǊƻƳΦΩ Ifrah, aged 8



Materials used: Cardboard, PVA glue , white paper, water colours , crayons , 
Colouring pencil 
Size: 3m X 2.5m

Å Geography ςfinding out 
about Ellis Island is and 
investigating the countries 
are that the children come 
from

Å PSHE - diversity and 
celebrating our differences

Å History - looking at the 
history of Ellis island and 
what made it so important 
at this time

Cross-Curricular 
Learning



Asa class,we discussedMen of the Docks
by George Bellows and what we could
identify and what we liked about the
piece. This led to a discussionabout how
the painting made us feel when we were
lookingat it.

Dueto the browns,greysandmuted blues
we suggestedwords like, calm, relaxed,
sad and depressed. Following this, we
thought about how they would like people
to feel if they were lookingat a pieceof art
that we had produced; we decided we
wanted people to feel excited, joyful,
delightedto namebut a few.

Child-led Research

ΨL ŦŜŜƭ ƻǳǊ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

smile, because it is colourful and not 

ŘǳƭƭΦΩ Haziq, aged 9 


