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Mia’s story

Mia’s 19 year-old sister said she could borrow her tablet for the afternoon if she wanted, but
only if she was responsible with it. Mia started playing an App she had seen her sister playing.
When she opened the App it asked Mia if she was over 18. Mia clicked yes but she lied because
she was really only 10 years old. The game started off OK, and Mia was really good at it, but as
she progressed to the harder levels it started to get more frightening and violent, with lots of
swearing and images that scared her. She noticed a message icon appear on the screen from

a user called GR8. She opened the message. It was very rude and abusive and accused Mia of
killing GR8’s avatar. As the afternoon went on GR8 kept on messaging but Mia tried to ignore it.
In the end there were over 50 unread messages. Her sister would be so annoyed. GR8 ganged
up with some other players to kill Mia’s avatar over and over again, so in the end she stopped
playing because she wasn’t enjoying the game anymore. She couldn’t get the images out of
her head, and for the next few weeks she kept on having bad nightmares. Her sister was angry
about all the messages and told Mia that she had broken her trust and she wouldn’t let her use

the tablet again.
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